
“The Spitfire Grill” 

Marshall United Methodist Goes to the Movies 
 

The first three weeks of February our worship will focus  

on the theme of redemption as explored in this 1996 movie  

about a young woman just released from prison 

who lands a job in a cafe in the small village of Gilead, Maine. 

Her interactions with the community are a study in grace at work  

in people’s lives, each in their own personal prisons.  

 

February 5 

“Release” – The Spitfire Grill Part 1 

Luke 4: 14-19 

Liturgical Dancers at 9:00 a.m. 

 

February 12 

“Resistance” - The Spitfire Grill Part 2 

Luke 4: 20-30 

Communion at 9:00 a.m. 

 

February 19 

“Redemption” – The Spitfire Grill Part 3 

John 15: 12-14 and 1 John 1: 5-9 

Communion at 11:00 a.m.  

 

Our Lenten Journey Begins 
 

February 22 Ash Wednesday 

begins the season of Lent with a marking of ashes and communion. 

Three simple thirty minutes services for beginning the journey  

to Easter will be offered in the chapel at 6:45 a.m., noon, and 6:15 p.m. 

 

February 26  First Sunday in Lent 

Theme:  Renewing Our Baptisms 

Psalm 25: 1-10    1 Peter 3: 18-22      Mark 1: 9-15 

Evening Handbells at 9:00 a.m. 

FEBRUARY 2012 



To Families and Friends of Marshall United Methodist Church 

 

We passed the Marshall United Methodist Church’s budget for 2012. It was not an easy deci-

sion in the Finance Committee. Our budgeted expenditures are $41,940 more than our actual 

expenditures in 2011. The increase is due partly to having a staff vacancy for part of 2011. 

Partly due to trying to follow through on some of the findings of the Visioning Team and 

partly due to normal increases. Our 2012 pledges are down $42,797 from pledges in 2011. 

The shining light in our financial picture is that we finished 2011 with more income than we 

had expenditures. We had a positive cash flow of $2,995 for the year. But if we “only” do as 

well in 2012 as we did in 2011, we will be short by $38,945 against our budgeted spending. 

 

This communication to the congregation is to alert you to the fact that while in the past, our 

“faith stretch” for making our income equal our expenditures has been in the area of $10,000 

to $15,000; this year our Faith Stretch is quantified at over $70,000. This represents what we 

are short when we add up pledges, expected offerings from families who don’t pledge and 

typical miscellaneous income.  

 

In our presentation to the Ad Council, we made it clear that offerings in the first quarter of 

2012 may dictate that we advise The Ad Council and all of the committees in the church that 

they need to spend less than their budgeted amounts and that we may have to look for other 

ways to make spending line up with income in the church. 

 

The Finance committee will keep you informed at least monthly of our financial situation. We 

are all the Church and there is nothing wrong with having “faith”. It is what we do! 

If you have not pledged and would like to do so, you can call Becky Swaney, our financial 

secretary (781-5107), or you can email Becky at: becky@umcmarshall.org. It is clear that we 

will need more money this year than we believe will come in through normal means. If you 

can afford more, please give more.  

 

The purpose of the Church is to further the mission of Jesus in our community and throughout 

the world. To do this, we need the resources to support this mission. As a thought provoker, 

attached is a list of the things our church does in our community and outside our community. 

As you contemplate your offering to the church: look over the list of our church’s activities 

in the Marshall area and around the world. 
 

George Howard: Chairman of the Finance Committee 

 

 

 

 

Missions Statement 
“To make disciples who know Christ, serve others, grow spiritually” 

mailto:becky@umcmarshall.org


Supported by MUMC   

Sunday School  classes: preschool, 1,2,3,4,5,Middle School, Sr High 

Adult Sunday school 

Confirmation classes 

Bibles to new confirmands 

Church services on Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00 

New member classes 

UnderGround (Sr High youth group) Sunday evening 

CommonGround (Middle School youth group Sunday evening) 

Chancel Choir 

Liturgical Dancers 

Bell Choir 

Vacation Bible School (approximately 100 children each summer) 

Men’s study group every other Monday evening 

Boy Scouts 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

Piano lessons given in the church 

Violin lessons given in the church 

Brass quartet 

Women’s Bible study group 

Disciple classes 

POINTS  (Parents Of INfants and ToddlerS) 

Pet Project (making personal mobility carts for 3rd world amputees) 

Serving Breakfast Sat. mornings at The Haven in Battle Creek 

Wednesday night dinners at the Church 

Monthly Karaoke 

Tuesday (1st Tuesday of each month) Community dinners 

Shawl ministry (knitting shawls for sick and injured) 

Cross ministry (wooden crosses given to hospital patients) 

White Oak Ministry ( annual trip to Tennessee to help construction for less advantaged in 

Tennessee) 

Haiti Hot Lunches (Monthly mission collection) 

Haiti water filtration equipment (Inexpensive filter kits to clean water for drinking) 

Midwest Mission: sorting and packing emergency relief supplies 

Support of individuals for individual mission trips 

BLUES JAM & Chili Cook Off to support the Haven 

MACS food pantry 

Marshall Christmas Parade 

Provide space for community events 

Provide space for Church district events 

Prayer Chain in bulletin      

Prayer chain via email 

Church lending library 

Nursery for all scheduled Sunday Services 

Provide space and food if requested for funerals 

Arrange meals for folks just home from hospital 

The Church Pastor has a discretionary fund to meet emergency needs in community 

Native American Initiative: eyeglasses, surplus hospital equipment 
AND MORE 



   What If.... 
By Lay Leader - John Seppanen 

 

Greetings fellow newsletter readers.   Remember how I offered you all the 

opportunity during January to "simply reach out your hand, say HI and 

share!" while at church?  I hope you were able to share some new experi-

ences with fellow attendees through that exercise or even reach out to some-

one new outside the church.  If you would like to share any insights gained 

or other ideas you have for us here at Marshall United Methodist Church feel free to look me up 

or shoot me an email at  

jseppanen313@gmail.com. 

 

So now it's time to turn to February, our shortest month in the calendar, yet 2012 (leap year) of-

fers us one more day to accomplish great things.  It is also the month where a day dedicated to 

celebrating love, Valentine's Day, is present.  Instead of focusing on the secular version of love, I 

would like to challenge you to think about What If... it was possible to love like the Bible chal-

lenges us to love every day? 

 

What If... I admitted I'm not a Bible scholar even as your lay leader?  I believe that's OK, most 

of us are not (remember I'm an Engineer), but I do have access to a Bible which includes a con-

cordance.  There I looked up 'love' which lead me to a multitude of references.  I decided to con-

centrate on Matthew 22:36-38 (New International Version) “Teacher, which is the greatest com-

mandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second 

is like it:  Love your neighbor as yourself. ” 

 

So What If... you really loved God with all your heart, soul and mind?  Would it compel you to 

attend church more regularly, pray more often or, like me, dust your Bible off and read and study 

it?  Would you find time to start daily devotions, join a Bible study or attend a Sunday School 

class?  No doubt there are many other ways  you can think of that will result in a closer relation-

ship with God. 

 

Or What If... you really loved your neighbor as yourself?  Hopefully this would bring out your 

best.  Perhaps it would allow you to be a bit less selfish.  While looking out for your neighbors 

you will also likely gain new insights about yourself.  It also makes sense that this is the second 

greatest commandment as we must love God first before we can share our love with others. 

So join me this February and challenge yourself to learn more about God's love as found in the 

Bible.  Let your investigations show you new ways to grow closer to God and then share this 

love with your neighbors.  Just think of the possibilities surrounding What If... we convincingly 

showed love like the Bible challenges us to all 29 available days this February? 

mailto:jseppanen313@gmail.com


FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 

 

As MACS liaison I have recorded 698 items donated to the food pantry - totaling 640 

pounds.  Thanks to all who remember MACS and the people they help when you are doing 

your own grocery shopping. 

 

2012 Stewardship results: As of January 16, 166 family units have pledged $343,332 

toward our 2012 budget.  We do not roll over pledges; I have to enter them into the computer 

yearly, so please let me know if you will be continuing your regular donations. 

 

The Initial offering envelope is for your benefit to help to defray the cost of the offer-

ing envelopes that are sent to your home and those we have available here at the church for 

your use. 

 

Missions offering envelopes so far this year: 

The Human Relations supports community development programs that improve living 

conditions, build relationships, and testify to the love of God through the ministry of 

presence. 

 

The One Great Hour of Sharing enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) to live out its mission to alleviate human suffering, rushing to disaster ar-

eas all over the world. 

 

If you wish not to receive offering envelopes,  please let me know.  Donations to the 

above missions can be placed in an envelope with it marked clearly on the outside for my 

posting reference. 

 

In 2011 we were able to pay down our mortgage with Principal ONLY payments to 

the tune of $27,565.  It truly is good stewardship to get our mortgage down as much as possi-

ble.  Thanks.  As of December 20, 2011 our mortgage balance is $802,367. 

 

Blessings for the New Year! 

Becky Swaney, Financial Secretary 

 

 

Thank You from the family of Wayne Mead for the kindness and sympathy at a time when 

they were deeply appreciated.   

 

Thank You from the family of Thomas Silverstorf for all the prayers, cards and flowers and 

Thank you for the wonderful luncheon.   

 

Cookie Schedule for February 

February 5   A-E 

February 12  F-J 

February 19  K-O 

February 26  P-T 

Scan this QR Code with 

your smart phone, it will 

take you right to  

Marshall UMC’s  

Website!  Cool huh! 



MUCHO GRACIAS means MANY THANKS! 

  
God moves in mysterious ways!  A brief conversation with three women at the Guatemala airport 

in October led to our Christmas Eve offering.  The women were medical volunteers with the non-

profit group SAVING MOTHERS.  They were on their way home from a mission trip training 

midwives in rural Guatemala.  One of the women was Dr. Jessica Oliveira, the Guatemala Project 

Manager for SAVING MOTHERS. I didn't know any of this when I first spoke to them.  Actually 

I was a bit hesitant to approach them, however I am very glad I responded to the little nudge I 

felt.  Or maybe it was a still, small voice?  Anyway, I assumed they were tourists, but as soon as 

they began telling about their work with pregnant women and midwives I knew our meeting was 

no coincidence.  When they told me about the Birthing Kits they distribute, I knew what to do.  "I 

will talk with our Mission Committee when I get home", I told them.  "I am confident we can 

supply you with the funds to purchase one hundred Birthing Kits."  At the next Mission Commit-

tee meeting I explained the project and asked if we could schedule a Special Offering to help to-

ward raising the $500 needed to purchase the Kits.  Pastor Len liked the idea and suggested the 

Birth Kits would tie in nicely with the theme of Christ's birth.  "Let's make it our Christmas Eve 

offering", he suggested.  Pastor Len was obviously not the only person who liked the idea.  We 

raised over $3,300.00!!  Soon after learning how successful we were I wrote to Dr. Oliveira.  She 

responded, "WOW!!! I cannot thank you and the church enough! I shared the great news with the 

others and they are ecstatic."  In a recent sermon Pastor Len spoke about three words that are part 

of the spiritual journey; O, Here, and thanks.  Those three words perfectly describe this experi-

ence.   

David Begg 

 

 

Committees 

Do you meet every month?  Do you usually meet at the same time too?  Please e-mail Ruth Ann 

with this information and add her to your e-mail recipients so she will be up to date on where 

you’re planning to meet and can then assign rooms accordingly. 

 

Wednesday Night Supper 

Would you like to sponsor a Wednesday Night Supper for your Mission?  There are a few dates 

still left to fill in.  Please stop by outside of Ruth Ann’s office to see if there is a date your team or 

committee can take.  Proceeds go toward your mission of choice and it’s fun.   

 

Community Dinner 

February 7 from 5-6:30 p.m. the Ladies from the kitchen will serve a baked potato bar, with sal-

ads, breads and desserts.  Remember this meal is open to the community so please join us for 

great food and fellowship.  If you’d like to help by providing a dessert to help or anything else for 

this month’s dinner, contact Ardie Jones at 781-6470,  or e-mail her at jimrd38@broadstripe.net 

 

Dear faithful people many thanks for all the cards, 82 to be exact, prayers and good wishes dur-

ing my recent hospital dilemma, I am back in the balcony with the choir.  Appreciate all of your 

concerns.  



INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOLS FILM SERIES 

  

The story of Indian Boarding Schools is a dark chapter in the 

history of the relationship between Native Americans and 

Christians.  Despite any good intentions and well meaning 

educators, Indian boarding schools left indelible scars on 

many young Native Americans.  The schools took young In-

dians away from their families and placed them in institutions 

intended to provide a solution to the "Indian prob-

lem".  Through strict discipline and cultural indoctrination the 

plan was to "kill the Indian and save the man".  The outcome 

was meant to eradicate the Native American culture, lan-

guage, and traditions. The Marshall United Methodist Church and our Native American Initiative 

will present two films on Indian Boarding Schools.  

  

The first film is "Our Spirits Don't Speak English".  It will be screened on Sunday, February 19th, 

at 2pm.  In describing this film one reviewer wrote,  "Our Spirits Don't Speak English" master-

fully moves you from disbelief through outrage to resolve as it focuses the light of truth on one of 

darkest periods of cultural genocide in American history. The Indian Boarding School concept is 

a perfect example of good intentions gone awry and bad intentions gone amuck."  The running 

time for this film is 80 minutes. 

  

The second film is "Indian School: A Survivor's Story".  This film will be screened on Wednes-

day, February 22nd, at 6:30pm. "Indian School" was the work of the American Indian Services, 

based in Lincoln Park, Michigan.  The idea for this film grew out an Indian School survivors sup-

port group.  The group had met weekly for two years, and the impact was getting no-

ticed. The healing that was taking place was important and historic. Fay Givens, Executive Direc-

tor of American Indian Services, speaking of the survivors group said, “We knew we had to get 

their stories on film."  The survivors of the boarding school experience presented in this docu-

mentary are primarily from the Mt. Pleasant Indian Industrial Boarding School.  The running 

time is 45 minutes. Both films will be shown in the Theater Room of the Marshall United Meth-

odist Church (721 Old US 27 North, Marshall, MI).  Admission is free, however seating is lim-

ited and pre-registration is encouraged.  For more information or to reserve a seat please call 

(269) 781-9627 or e-mail UnitedinService@gmail.com 

 

 

 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 
The Jim Walker Memorial Project has been the recipient of some very generous dona-

tions.  We have received wheelchairs, walkers, a hospital bed, a patient lift device, a sup-

ply of new colostomy bags, several electric Scooters, and many other items.  Much of the 

equipment has been given to Native American Health Clinics.  We are developing a won-

derful relationship with the local Pine Creek Reservation where an estimated 85% of the 

residents do not have health insurance.  Our support is helping the Tribe provided the 

equipment needed to help elders continue to live at home.  There is great need and we 

welcome all donations.  We currently have an urgent need for a sturdy shower stool for 

large woman.  Your donated equipment and supplies may qualify as a tax-deductable do-

nation.  For more information please contact David Begg at (269) 781-9627 or 

david49068@gmail.com.  THANK YOU! 

tel:%28269%29%20781-9627
mailto:UnitedinService@gmail.com
tel:%28269%29%20781-9627
mailto:david49068@gmail.com


Adventure Travel and Seeing New Lands 
  

The invitation came, ”Would you like to visit Guatemala for a week 

in December”.  I thought for a couple seconds.   I couldn’t think of a 

reason why I shouldn't.  "Sure, I am up for some  adventure travel and 

seeing new lands", I answered.  Those were my intentions, just to 

have a short adventure and see some new lands. The trip to Guatemala 

was so much more. The trip was actually a mission awareness trip 

with the Christian Foundation for Children and Aging (CFCA).  It 

gave us an opportunity to see the countryside of Guatemala and 

also see how some of the country’s poorest people live.  These fami-

lies earn their living by working hard, like harvesting crops or gather-

ing and selling firewood when there are no harvesting jobs avail-

able.  Many of these families are led by women.  Some families have fathers who can't work due 

to an illness or injury that has incapacitated them.  One theme that we continued to see was ap-

preciation and gratitude. These families are very grateful for the benefits they receive from the 

CFCA Sponsorship Program.   We met the family that is being sponsored by David Begg.   

Veronica is a widow with three pre-teen children.  She traveled for hours to come to the CFCA 

party that gives sponsors and families an chance to meet, have fun and get to know each 

other.  At one point during this gathering the CFCA staff invited folks to share what the sponsor-

ship program has meant to them.  Veronica took the opportunity to tell the entire group how 

much she appreciated the sponsorship of her children.   In our travel group we had people from 

across the US, from Connecticut to California.  There were about fourteen people from Michi-

gan.  The people we met were generous of spirit.  Some of the people we traveled with had been 

sponsoring a child (or two) for several years, but had never met them until this trip.  Other peo-

ple made their trips to Guatemala an annual event to see their sponsored children and family.  It 

was a great group of people. People who wanted to be problem solvers... right on the spot.  The 

father of one family we visited was wheelchair bound.  He had been doing some bead work to 

supplement their income, but his vision was not as good as it had been.  Right there in that fam-

ily's home a woman in our group offered the man her reading glasses.  That one simple gesture 

allowed this man to continue with his activities and help supplement the family income.  I must 

admit, the 'Do Good' bug bit me too.  During a visit to a poor Guatemalan family's home I met 

Gladis, the younger sister of a sponsored child.  When the CFCA staff member said the other 

children where hoping to find sponsors too I heard myself say, "I want to sponsor Gladis".  I 

signed the paperwork before heading back home!   I encourage everyone to learn more about 

CFCA .  And if you are up for some adventure travel and seeing new lands please consider a 

mission awareness trip with CFCA.  You'll see first hand the incredible work they are doing!   

Julie Rabbitt 

 

Thank you from the American Red Cross to Marshall UMC for exceeding the goal of 50 units  

for the Blood drive and received 55 units that day.  Those who were able to donate that day Red 

Cross is thankful for providing the gift of life! 
 

Thank you from MACS Board Member Harriet Carroll for the continued support throughout the Holi-

days with the MACS giving tree and food baskets.  There is a lot of need in our community and the help 

and support is greatly appreciated. 





 
 

UPDATES FROM  

THE 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

OFFICE 

BIBLE OVERNIGHT RETREAT 
Reminder...3rd and 4th graders and par-

ents- Our Bible Adventure overnight re-

treat is scheduled for Friday February 3, 

2012, here at the church.  Kids need to be 

dropped off at 6:30 p.m. on Friday (eat 

dinner first).  The evening will consist of 

Bible activities, games, snacks and lots of 

fun!  We will spend the night at church in 

sleeping bags.  In the morning we will 

enjoy breakfast and finish our program. 

The retreat will conclude by 9:00 Satur-

day morning.   

  

SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING 
Are you a MUMC volunteer who works 

with kids/youth?  If you answered yes, 

you need to attend a Safe Sanctuary train-

ing on Sunday, Feb. 19 at 12:15 in the 

lounge.  This training will go over Mar-

shall UMC’s policy to create a safe and se-

cure environment for our youth.  Please 

make sure to bring your i.d. with you.  If 

you have any questions please contact, 

Beth Webb, Eric Falker, or Jenna Graeber. 

Third Annual 

Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper 
Plan on joining us Tuesday, February 21, 

for a pancake supper here at the church.  

From 5-6:30 p.m. the menu for the eve-

ning is: traditional pancakes, potato pan-

cakes, eggs,  sausage, applesauce, and of 

course dessert.  We need help cooking & 

serving, if you would like to help please 

call the church or sign the opportunities 

sheet in the bulletin.  Last year it was a 

wonderful night of fellowship and FUN!  

Who Has the Most Influence? 
    In January, I had the wonderful opportunity to 

attend the Children’s Pastor’s Conference and net-

work with others in the children’s ministry field 

from around the country.  It was a great experience 

and I came home with my brain overflowing with 

thoughts and ideas.  This year there seemed to be one 

overarching theme that kept popping up in every ses-

sion that I attended.  It was based on this statement,  
Each year kids spend about 3,000 hours with their par-
ents versus the 40 or so that they will spend attending 

church on Sunday.  As a result of this, no one has a 

greater influence on a child than his or her parent(s).   

    Which makes me think, what are we as parents 

doing with this influence?  It makes me, as the Chris-

tian Ed Director of our church, ask,  what is the 

church doing to partner and support the parent(s) in 

their role of spiritual development of their children.  
    So I ask you to think about the question I posed 

earlier, what are you as a parent doing with your in-

fluence? Are you living out God’s word,  the bible 

says in Deuteronomy 6: 5-7,  
"Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 

soul, and all your strength. Always remember these 
commands I give you today. Teach them to your chil-

dren. Talk about them wherever you are, sitting at 
home or walking in the street; talk about them from the 

time you get up in the morning to when you fall into 

bed at night..."  

and I, as the Christian Ed Director of our church, 

will think about what the church is doing to support 

and partner with  the parent(s).   

If you have any questions, comments, or sugges-

tions about any of our programs or events, please 

contact me, I would love to hear from you. 

 

 Jenna Graeber 

jenna@umcmarshall.org 

Church- 781-5107 

Home- 781-9110 



Youth Ministry Calendar 
 

Sun., January 29, at UnderGround 
MACS Service Project 

Meet at UnderGround at 6 PM. 
 

Sunday, February 5 
Student Leadership Lunch 

12:15 PM in MUMC’s Café. 
 

Sunday, February 5 
All-Youth òBig Game Bashó 

Hosted at MUMC together with 

Crossroads and Family Bible Youth. 

Grades 6-12 are invited.  6pm-9pm. 
 

Wednesday, February 8 
Wednesday Night Dinner, 5 PM 

Benefitting the youth ministry. 
 

February 10-12 
Senior High Winter Retreat 

At Spring Hill Camp, Evart, MI. 

Meet at MUMC Friday at 3:30 PM. 

(No UnderGround on the 12th.) 
 

Sunday, February 19 
òSafe Sanctuary Trainingó 

For all adults working with youth.  

12:15 PM in the Lounge. 
 

Sun., February 19, at UnderGround 
òNo Screwing Aroundó 

A video with Pam Stenzel.  6-8PM 
 

Thursday, February 23  
CommonGround Bowling 

At Marshall Lanes. 4-6PM.  (Meet at 

MUMC at 3:45 if you need a ride.) 
 

February 24-26 
Lake Louise Staff Retreat 

Eric will be in attendance. 
 

Sun., February 26, at UnderGround 
òLaser Tag Tournamentó 

6:00-8:00 PM.  Bring a friend! 
 

March 2-4 
Middle School Winter Retreat 

At Spring Hill Camp, Evart, MI. 

Meet at MUMC Friday at 3:30 PM. 

Dear friends, 

 A pretty cool thing is happening 

this month, and a few people are be-

ginning to notice.  A grass-roots coali-

tion has started with churches literally 

on either side of our parking lot. Their 

youth leaders, Evan and Jon, are going 

to help us host a “Tri-Church” youth 

party on Super Bowl Sunday.  By com-

bining our resources and energy, we 

hope to have a better time than any of 

us could have alone. 

 On a deeper level, we are also 

praying that the students in each of our 

three ministries will see that they have 

something in common with other stu-

dents in Marshall: their Christian faith!  

We are hoping the following scenario 

plays out often on the 5th: 

 Student #1: “Hey, aren’t you in my 

[name of class]?” 

 Student #2: “Yeah, I sit right be-

hind you.  I didn’t know you went to a 

church!  Which is yours?” 

 Let’s face it, it is hard to admit 

you’re a Christian in today’s schools.  

But Jesus said, “...where two or three 

come together in my name, there am I 

with them.”  (Matthew 18:20.)  By 

providing our youth an opportunity to 

get together for some fun, we will be 

encouraging them to see that the 

Church (with a capital C) is much big-

ger than the four walls that contain 

their Sunday School classes. 

 I love the fact that we can form 

this coalition with worrying about doc-

trine, history, or theological differ-

ences among our individual church 

traditions.  We are all in this together 

and we all want to succeed.  When one 

church suffers, we all do, and when 

one church rejoices, we all should, too. 

 

Love, Eric 

YOUTH MINISTRY at MUMC 
Director of Student Ministries: Eric Falker 

781-5107 (church) / 781-2162 (home) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

Sunday School, 10 AM  
6th & 7th meets in room #11 

8th-12th meets in the Scout Room 

ñYouth matter to us!ò 
www.umcmarshall.org/underground  

and 

www.umcmarshall.org/commonground  

UnderGround (grades 9 -12)  
Sundays, 6 PM - 8 PM 

CommonGround (grades 6 -8)  
meets as scheduled.  

Winter Retreats 
www.springhillcamps.com 

at Spring Hill 

Camp in Evart  

Senior Highñ
February 10-12 

 

Middle Schoolñ
March 2-4 

 

Please pray for our Senior High group as 

we travel this month.  There are still spots 

available for the Middle School retreat. 

Wednesday Night Dinner 

February 8th, 

5:00-6:30 PM 

Youth Ministry 

Fundraiser 
Please make plans 

to join us for  

lasagna on the 8th.  

Proceeds will go towards youth  

scholarships for summer camps & mis-

sion trips, and supporting our Mission 

of Mercy child, Yazin, in Jordan. 

February 5th  

Free nacho bar, games, & football.  
Plus, our own commercials and  

halftime entertainment.  

For all students grades 6 ñ12. 



LAY LEADERSHIP MARSHALL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  2012 
 

As the new Chairperson of the Marshall United Methodist Church, Adminis-
trative Council, I would like to introduce you to the lay leadership of your 
church.  We are all volunteers who share a passion for the health of Mar-
shall United Methodist Church and its Mission.   
 
I believe that we as a congregation have an exciting year ahead of us.  
With the help of our Visioning Team, we have transitioned to a new Wor-
ship schedule, which allows all of us, youth and adult to attend Sunday 
School at one time.  More of your suggestions will be implemented in the 
coming year. 
 
We have hired a full time youth director, Eric Falker who is really doing 
great things with the youth. (Retreats at Spring Hill Camp, Evart, MI. in 
February). 
 
Robert Costa our Contemporary Music Worship leader has organized a 
great praise band which is really impacting the worship time at 11:00. 
 
Our Missions team has grown and is impacting people around the country 
and the World with our gifts and talents.  Please take a look at the listing of 
projects and missions that we are supporting as a church.  If there is some-
thing that you are interested in get in touch with the liaison for that project. 
 
I believe that the church will grow and strengthen with everyone knowing 
what we are doing, who is representing you, and how you can get involved.  
We need your involvement in every aspect of the church.  If there is some-
thing that you are interested in, or if you have any questions, please give 
me a call. 
 
Expect great things this year, I know I am ! 
 
In Christ ï 
 
Jack Turner 
 
Since this writing the Blues Jam and Chili Cook off raised over $20,000 for 
The Haven ï GREAT WORK ALL ! 



Administrative Council  
Chairperson: Jack Turner 

Contact information: Jack@iRow4fitness.com 
 Telephone: 781-8372 
 

 
Dan Graham 

Vice Chairperson 
 
Council Members:  

Jerry Spray   - Trustees Chairperson 
George Howard  - Finance Chairperson 
Paul Beardslee   - Staff Parish Relations (SPRC) Chairperson 
Len Brown  - Missions Chairperson 
Larry Robinson  - Endowment Fund Chairperson 
Sue Crapo  - Church Treasurer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

John Seppanen         Beth Webb             Dee Russell 
Church Lay Leader      Member at Large        Member at Large 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Steve Richey              Michele Thomas                              Rose Tidey   
Member at Large   Recording Secretary-Winter Recording Secretary - Summer 

 

mailto:Jack@iRow4fitness.com


 Missions Committee  
Committee Chairperson:  Len Brown 
Contact Number: brownlen@msn.com 
 
Committee members: 
 

Mike Baker 
David Begg    - North American Indians /Saving mothers birthing kits 
Laurie Oleska  
Jeanette VanArman 
Linda Waidelich    - Eye Glasses  
Steve and Chris Wettle     - Haiti 

 
              Project       Contact  
             Pet Project    -Leroy Oliver  

Blues Jam and Chili Cook-off   -Dee Russell 
   for The Haven      
Oaklawn Hospice    -Ruth Ann Holmes   
White Oak Christmas    -Don and Shirley Percival  
White Oak Home Repair  - Charlie Smith 
The Haven Breakfasts   - Ed Baranowski 
Marshall Mobile Meals   - Dick and Sharon Hughes 
Red Cross Blood Drive   - Dick Hughes 
MACS Board Representative  - Becky Swaney 
Wednesday Night Missions Meals   -Ken and Lois Zuehlke 
Midwest Mission DC trip   - Dee Russell 
Community Dinners   -Steve Wettle and Mike Renaud 

 

    Trustees Committee  
Brad Lemon Vice Chair - Trustees 
 
Committee Chairperson:  Jerry Spray 
Contact Number: jspray@net-link.net 
 
Committee members:  

Roland Winter   Austin Kimball 
Delaine Aikins    Richard Lindsey 
Brad Lemon   Bob Swalwell  
Ed May 

mailto:brownlen@msn.com


    Finance Committee  
Chairperson:  George Howard 
Contact information: howard.geo@gmail.com 
 
 Committee Members:  
 Blaine VanSickle  Claudia Murch  Sue Crapo    Rick Redmen   
 Jack Turner   Larry Robinson  Jackie Baker    John Seppanen   
 Marylin Wieschowski  Becky Swaney    Travis Lower  
 

    Staff Parish Relations Committee  

Chairperson:  Paul Beardslee 
Contact information: Beardsleelaw@jasnetworks.net 
 
Committee Members:  

Janet Richardson  Kurt Esselink 
Charles Kleinschmidt  Jan Lazar 
Gail Budrow-Bradstreet  Judy Swalwell    
Georgia Marsh   George Seifert 
 
 

    Endowment Fund  

 
Chairperson: Larry Robinson 
 Contact info: larryrobinsoninsurance@yahoo.com 
 
Membership: 

Larry Robinson  Carolyn Holmes 
Carol Borsum  Ken Oats 
John Beuker 

mailto:howard.geo@gmaail.com
mailto:Beardsleelaw@jasnetworks.net
mailto:larryrobinsoninsurance@yahoo.com


Senior Pastor         Len Schoenherr        schoenherrlen@gmail.com 
 
Director of Music &Arts      Dr. David Sly  David@umcmarshall.org 

Director of Education      Jenna Graeber  Jenna@umcmarshall.org 

Director of Contemporary Worship     Robert Costa  Robert@umcmarshall.org 

Contemporary Worship       Dee Russell   Dee@GrainCoffeehouse.com 

   Coordinator    

Director of Student Ministries     Eric Falker  Eric@umcmarshall.org 

Assistant Student Ministries     Beth Webb                  Beth@umcmarshall.org  

Office Manager      Ruth Ann Holmes Rah@umcmarshall.org 

Newsletter Editor                          Ruth Ann Holmes Rah@umcmarshall.org 

Financial Secretary    Becky Swaney             Becky@umcmarshall.org 

Wedding Coordinator     Dawn Smith  Rah@umcmarshall.org 

Nursery      Carmen Ripley         

Custodial Staff               Jim Jones                    jimrd38@broadstripe.net 

      Dawn Smith  Rah@umcmarshall.org 

We’re on the web: 

www.umcmarshall.org 

Marshall United Methodist Church 

721 Old US 27 North 

Marshall, Michigan 49068-9609 

Phone: 269-781-5107 

Fax: 269-781-6965 

e-mail: rah@umcmarshall.org 

 

 Worship Service Times 

9:00 a.m. Traditional 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary 

 
 

 

Open Hearts, Open 

Minds, Open Doors 


